
Dear Members of the St. Matthew’s Parish School Community,

After six years of leadership and service as Head of St. Matthew’s Parish School, Stu Work has informed the Board of
Trustees that he will retire effective June 30, 2018.

We thank Stu for his exceptional leadership and will miss him when he and Rachelle begin a well-deserved 
retirement.  Stu has dedicated his entire career toward the nurturing and development of young students with more
than 40 years teaching and serving in leadership positions in independent schools.  We are fortunate that he chose
St. Matthew’s as the final stop in a long and distinguished career.  We would like to thank Stu for all he has brought
to the School during his time here. His great sense of humor, unique poetic skills and his 
ubiquitous presence around campus will all be missed.  Stu’s understated, steady and good-mannered style of 
leadership has benefited our School and helped forge a strong bond between our Parish and School.

Stu’s tenure has been marked by numerous accomplishments for the school.  Shortly upon arriving at 
St. Matthew’s Stu was faced with the formidable task of negotiating the renewal of our Conditional Use Permit.
Through countless meetings with neighbors, local council members and other interested parties, his patient and
even-tempered approach helped us achieve a new agreement with an increased enrollment cap.  Our academic 
program has benefited from the many wonderful teachers Stu has been able to attract to our faculty, and the new
PIRL maker space has positioned St. Matthew’s at the forefront of project-based learning.  Changes he 
implemented have allowed for smaller class sizes in upper school English and enabled the hire of a full time 
learning specialist.  The list of schools our students gain admission to each spring continues to include the most 
competitive high schools in Los Angeles and beyond.  

St. Matthew’s is a truly special community, blessed with a great faculty, staff and a supportive parent body.  We are
confident that the position of Head of School will attract the interest of many talented educators, and are 
fortunate that the timing of Stu’s announcement will enable us to take the time needed to thoughtfully and 
deliberately begin the process of finding the next Head of our beloved school.     

The Board has already begun forming a Search Committee to oversee this year-long effort.  The committee will seek
input from all school constituencies including faculty, administration, parents, vestry and students.  We 
welcome and value your participation and we look forward to sharing regular updates with you throughout the
search process.

Sincerely,

Hunter Doble
Chair, Board of Trustees
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